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ORPHANS
Continued from Page 41

him was a I.0-year-old boy
in the hospital whose par-
ents were dead.

Garika brought him
home.

Since then, Happy
Home has grown to house
37 children.

While Garibay-Weiss
was able to travel to An-
dhra Pradesh for the first
time with the help of her
co-worker, she also re-
ceived support from other
colleagues and her em-
ployer.

With the help of Pillar
of Fire, STAR 99.1 FM's
parent organization, she
created a child sponsor-
ship program.

She plans to expand the
program to another home,
which would allow 150
more children the oppor-
tunity to be sponsored.

"The child sponsorship
program is $30 a month,
and it goes to directly
sponsor your child. It

t
provides a roof over their
head, schoolin$, and it
provides them'the food
they need," Garibay-Weiss
said.

In the wint4r, STAR
99.1 FM ran commercials
for Happy Home and
through responses to the
commercials and her
co-workers'help, 35 of the

37 children are now spon-
sored.

"It's been incredible
because my employer and
fellow employees have
really come alongside me
in helping me do this," she
said.

Asked about her goals
for the upcominS trip, she
said, "More than anything,

I'm really looking forward
to seeing the kids again. I
want to show them that
people come back."

She explained that
often people visit the
country and then return to
the luxuries of their lives,
but she does not want the
kids to experience aban-
donment.

"I just want to show
them that they're loved. I
don't want them to get
jaded. I don't want them to
get bitter," she said.

While there, the group
she is traveling with has
several activities planned
for the children, including
acting out short plays that
she wrote.

"I really feel the dra-
matic arts are such a great
thing," she said, adding
that it can help increase
the children's confidence.

"I'm so excited about
the trip. I think that it's so
important for us to help
people no matter where
they are in the world."

Jennifer Garibay-Weiss poses with children she works with
at Happy Homd, an orphanage in southeastern lndia,
during a previdus trip to the country. couRrEsy oF TENNIFER
GARTBAY-wEtss I


