
Summer job: Rescuing ducklings
Teacher feeds feathered family
ByJamie Primeau
For NJ Press Media

IVIETUCHEN_The
courtyard at St. Joseph
High School became a
safe haven for a web-
footed, feathered family
this summer.

After discovering
ducklings on campus,
Salvatore Ascolese decid-
ed to take action.

"At the end of this past
school year, I noticed
from a window the mom
with nine little, yellow
fuzz balls following her
around," said Ascolese,
the school's music direc-
tor.

Explaining this atyp-
ical duckling dwelling, he
said, "It seems the mom-
my duck chose the St.
Joe's courtyard due to the
fact that it is free of natu-
ral predators. What she
did not rcalize is there
was no food or water
supply for her ducklings."

He knew that the
ducks' chances of surviv-
al would be slim unless
provided with such neces-
sities.

"I took it upon myself
to raise these wild mal-
lards to maturity," he said.

Ascolese began by
feeding the ducklings a
Purina starter diet and
then progressed to a
growing formirla.

He also changed the
water in the duck's baby
pool twice a day.

"I have been an animal
lover and rescuer since I
can remember," he said,
adding that he previously
rescued a baby robin and
red-bellied woodpecker.
"Whenever a distressed
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animal is on campus, the
faculty and students all
know to call Mr. A."

From June until Au-
gust, Ascolese became
buddies with the billed
birds, even forming a
noticeable connection.

"The babies really
warmed up to me and
after a while," he said .

"They would run ahead of
their mom yhen they saw
me coming."

When the school's
floors were going to be
waxed, leaving him un-
able to access the ducks
for a week, he relocated
them to the wild.

"I picked them up one
by one and carried them
to the far end of the
school property, where
there is water and plenty
of food to make them
happy.As I picked each
one up, I couldn't believe
the bond we had," he said.
"I held them close and
spoke to them as we took
the'walk of freedom.'
They didn't even squirm
or struggle."

Ascolese deemed this
duck rescue a worthwhile
way to spend his summer.

"St. Joe's is a wonder-
ful environment for stu-
dents and teachers alike,"
he said. "Between the
students, faculty and
wildlife, I can't image
another place that I would
like to spend my days."

Salvatore Ascolese, music director at St. Joseph High
School in Metuchen, holds one of the ducks he took care
of this summer after the ducks made the schoolyard their
unexpected home. pHoro couRTEsy oF sArvAToRE AscoLEsE


